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Amended Claims 



Dear Mr. Minor: 

Per your Notice of Non-compliant Amendment dated 3/30/07, enclosed is a 
claims listing which does comport with 37 C.F.R, 1 , 121(c), 

(c) Claims. Amendments to a claim must be made by rewriting the entire claim 
with all changes {e.g.^ additions and deletions) as indicated in this subsection, except 
when the claim is being canceled. Each amendment document that includes a change to 
an existing claim, cancellation of an existing claim or addition of a new claim^ must 
include a complete listing of all claims ever presented, including the text of all pending 
and withdrawn claims, in the application. The claim listing, including the text of the 
claims, in the amendment document will serve to replace all prior versions of the claims, 
in the application. In the claim listing, the status of every claim must be indicated after its 
claim number by using one of the following identifiers in a parenthetical expression: 
(Original), (Currently amended), (Canceled), (Withdrawn), (Previously presented), 
(New), and (Not entered). Per your second non-fmal Office Action mailing date 
12/12/06, herein is a response to claim rejections and objection to the drawings. 

Each claim does have a status identifier and has been reproduced with exception 
of cancelled claims. Further, a clean copy of the amended claims has also been provided 
herein. 

I respectfully request that the aforementioned Application be allowed with the 
amendments made herein. 
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Claims: 

1) (Cancelled) 

2) (Currently Amended) An itnape acq uisition apparatus connected tD _a t least one 
USB equipped com p u t er , comprising: a) transm ittal means For inputting image_d _ata_into^ 
CQntrol circuit within said apparatus: b) transmi ttal means for sendinp said image data 
from said control circuit through the USB system of said comput er: c) interface means for 
said control circuit to receive instructions from, an d se n^ da ta to, control software on said 
computer : d) at least one of a Compact Memory card reader, a Smart Media card reader, a 
PC or PCMCIA card reader, a Memory Stick reader, a Multi Media card reader, a Secure 
Digital ca^'d reader, and an IBM Microdrive reader; 

3) (Original) An apparatus as in claim 2, further comprising simple control means 
for directing complex operations of said control circuit and said control softw^are directly 
from the outside of said apparatus, said means comprising: a) at least one button on said 
apparatus wherein said button has a function determined by said control software; b) an 
interface for said button to direct said control circuit and said control software, 

4) (Original) An apparatus as in claim 3, wherein said image input means further 
comprising a scanner, said scanner comprising: a) a transparent platform for placing 
items to be scanned, said items comprising photographs, documents, or drawings, and 
said platform having rectangular dimensions; b) optical scanning hardware for scanning 
images of said items, wherein said hardware includes a scanning module slidably 
installed inside said housing, said scanning module being approximately as wide as one 
of the dimensions of said transparent platform, said scanning module comprising: i) a 
mechanism and assembly for moving said module along one of the axes of said 
transparent platform; ii) a bottom light source for emitting light towards said items, iii) an 
image converter for converting said image of the item into a digital image, c) a closeable 
top with dimensions sslightly larger than the dimensions of *said transparent platform, 
hingedly attached to said housing so that said top covers said transparent platform when 
closed. 

5) (Cancelled) 

6) (Currently Amended) An image proc essing method in an image acquisition 
a pparatus connected to at least one USB_ equipped computer, comprising: a) an ima ge 
input step for inputting image data in t o a c ontrQl. circ\itt within said apparatus:, bY_ a 

lmD^M.lLgtLiQL.SSnd^ from sqid control jcjigaiUAftUgt^ ^^e USB 

system pf sjiid coinputer^ c) an iiiterracfc step for said control circuit to receive 
instructions frona. and send data to. contro l so ftware on said computer: d) detecti ng the 
insertion of the appropriate media into at least o ne of a C ompact Flash Memory card 



I 
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r^adeT, ,^ Smart Media card rea der. ^. PC „_pr PCMCIA Caid Xgad er, a Met aQ!X,S.tLQk 

reader, a_Multi MediiLcard reader, a Secure Dig ital c ard reader, and a IB M MicrMriye 
reader. 

7) (Original) A method as in claim 6, fijrther comprising simple control steps for 
directing complex operations of said control circuit and said control software directly 
from the outside of said apparatus, said steps comprii^ing; a) providing at least one button 
on said apparatus wherein said button has a function determined by said control software, 
b) providing an interface for said burton to direct said control circuit and said control 
software. 

8} (Original) A method as in claim 7, wherein said image input step further 
comprises providing a scanner, said scanner comprising: a) a transparent platform for 
placing items to be scanned, said items comprising photographs, documents, or drawings, 
and said platform having rectangular dimensions; b) optical scanning hardware for 
scanning images of said items, wherein said hardwai'e includes a scanning module 
slidably installed inside said housing, said scanning module being approximately as wide 
as one of the dimensions of said transparent platform, said scanning module comprising; 
i) a mechanism and assembly for moving said module along one of the axes of said 
transparent platform; ii) a bottom light source for emitting light towards said items, iii) an 
image converter for converting said image of the item into a digital image, c) a closeable 
top with dimensions slightly larger than the dimensions of said transparent platform, 
hingedly attached to said housing so that said top covers said transparent platform when 
closed. 

9) (Withdrawn) A method comprising: a) persistently monitoring any monitorable input 
means of an image acquisition apparatus; b) detemiining whether said input means have 
image-containing media therein; c) determining the quantity of image data files in said 
media; d) selecting at least one image data file from said media; e) transmitting said at 
least one image data file from said image acquisition apparatus to a computer; f) 
providing said image data file to a consumer-selected computer application. 

10) (Withdrawn) A method as in claim 9 further comprising; a) petsisiently monitoring 
any buttons on said image acquisition apparatus; b) determining whether any said buttons 
have been pressed; c) selecting the appropriate consumer-selected computer application 
to which to provide said image data based on the predefined functions of said buttons. 

11) (Withdrawn) A method as in claim 10 further comprising; a) determining whether 
there is a scanner associated with said image acquisition apparatus; b) selecting a 56t of 
scanning criteria as chosen by the consumer; and c) scanning an item on the transparent 
platform of said scanner at said selected set of scanning criteria where there Is no media 
card in said input means. 

12) (Withdrawn) A method as in claim 11 wherein said consumer-selected computer 
application is selected from an application to transfer said image data files lo an Internet^ 
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based professional photograph printing company, an application that launches said 
consumer's e-mail program and attaches said image data files to an e-mail created by said 
e-mail prograno, an application that launches said consumei"'s fax program and prepares a 
fax with said image in said fax for said consumer to address, an appUcation to open a 
printer selection menu to allow said consumer to print said image on a selected printer, an 
application that archives said image data files in a convenient manner, and an application 
that presents the image data file to any other application on said consumer's computer for 
said any other application to use as an input into said nny other application. 

13) (Withdrawn) A method as in claim 12 wherein said consumer can selectively 
configure said computer application choices. 

14) (Withdrawn) Computer-readable media comprising one or more computer-executable 
instmction sets that, when executed^ direct a computer to: a) persistently monitor any 
monitorable input means of an image acquisition apparatus; b) determine whether said 
input means have image-containing media therein; c) determine the quantity of image 
data files in said media; d) select at least one image data file from said media; e) transmit 
said at least one image data file from said image acquisition apparatus to a computer; f) 
provide said image data file to a consumer-selected computer application. 

15) (Withdrawn) Computer-readable media comprising one or more computer-executable 
instruction sets as in claim 14 that, when executed^ direct a computer to: a) persistently 
monitor any buttons on said image acquisition apparatus; b) determine whether any said 
buttons have been pressed; c) select the appropriate consumer-selected computer 
application to which to provide said image data based on the predefined functions of said 
buttons. 

16) (Withdrawn) Computer-readable media comprising one or more computer-executable 
instruction sets as in claim 15 that, when executed, direct a computer to; a) determine 
whether there is a scanner associated with said image acquisition apparatus; b) select a set 
of scanning criteria as chosen by the consumer; and c) scan an item on the transparent 
platform of said scanner at said selected set of scanning criteria whore there is no media 
card in said input means. 

17) (Withdrawn) Computer-readable media comprising one or more computer-executable 
instruction sets as in claim 13 that, when executed, direct a computer to: a) launch an 
application that allows the consumer to customize which applications are launched with 
which parameters at the press of which buttons on said image acquisition apparatus. 

18) (Withdrawn) Computer^readable media comprising one or more computer-executable 
instruction sets as in claim 14 wherein: a) said persistent monitoring occurs in a process 
boundary with the kernel driver, low level driver, and high level user interface; b) said 
prograni launching application runs in a process separated from said persistent 
monitoring process; and c) said applications launched by said program launching 
applications run in their own processes. 
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19) (Withdrawn) Computer-readable media comprising one or more computer^execatable 
instruction sets as in claim 17 wherein: a) said persistent monitoring occurs in a process 
boundaiy with the kernel driver, low level driver, and high level user interface; b) said 
program launching application runs in a process separated from said persistent 
monitoring process; c) said applications launched by said program launching applications 
iiin in their own processes; and d) said button configuration application runs in its own 
process, separate from said persistent monitoring process. 



20) 



(Cancelled) 



21) 



(Cancelled) 



22) 



(Cancelled) 
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Claims: 

1) (Cancelled) 

2) (Currently Amended) An image acquisition Apparatus connected to at least one 
USB equipped computer, comprising: a) transmittal means for inputting image data into a 
control circuit within said apparatus; b) transmittal means for sending said image data 
from said control circuit through the USR system of said computer; c) interface means for 
said control circuit to receive instructions from, and send data to, control software on said 
computer; d) at least one of a Compact Memory card reader, a Smart Media card reader, a 
PC or PCMCIA card reader, a Memory Stick reader, a Multi Media card reader, a Secure 
Digital card reader, and m IBM Microdrive reader; 

3) (Original) An apparatus as in claim 2, forther comprising simple control means 
for directing complex operations of said control circuit and said control software directly 
from the outside of said apparatus, said means comprising: a) at least one button on said 
apparatus wherein said button has a function determined by said control software; b) an 
interface for said button to direct said control circuit and said control software. 

4) (Original) An apparatus as in claim 3, wherein said image input means further 
comprising a scanner, said scanner comprising: a) a transparent platform for placing 
items to be scanned, said items comprising photographs, documents, or drawings, and 
said platform having rectangular dimensions; b) optical scanning hardware for scanning 
images of said items, wherein said hardware includes a scanning module slidably 
installed inside said housing, said scanning module being approximately as wide as one 
of the dimensions of said transparent platform, said scanning module comprising: i) a 
mechanism and assembly for moving said module along one of the axes of said 
transparent platform; ii) a bottom light source for emitting light towards said items, iii) an 
image converter for convening said itnage of the item into a digital image, c) a closeable 
top with dimensions slightly larger than the dimensions of said transparent platform, 
hingedly attached to said housing so that said top covers said transparent platform when 
closed. 

5) (Cancelled) 

6) (CuiTcntly Amended) An image processing method in an image acquisition 
apparatus connected to at least one USB equipped computer, comprising: a) an image 
input step for inputting image data into a control circuit within said apparatus; b) a 
transmittal step for sending said image data from said control circuit through the USB 
system of said computer, c) an inlefface step for said control circuit to receive 
instructions from, and send data to, control software on said computer; d) detecting the 
insertion of the appropriate media into at least one of a Compact Flash Memory card 



1 



PAGE 7/10 * RCVD AT 4/18/2007 6:58:30 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/10 ^ DN1S:2738300 ' CSID:13034842472 * DURATION (fnm-ss):0448 



To: Lie Jermiane Minor Page 8 of 10 



2007-04-18 22:58:43 (GMT) 



13034842472 From: Diane van Os 



AjipIiuEition Nv, 09*^2<S227 
Blair ctjil. 
Art Unit 2625 
Examintrr Worhu 

reader, a Smm Media card reader, a PC or PCMCIA Card reader, a Memory Stick 
reader, a Multi Media card reader, a Secure Digital card reader, and a IBM Microdrive 
reader, 

7) (Original) A method as in claim 6, further comprising simple control steps for 
directing complex operations of said control circuit and said control software directly 
from the outside of said apparatus, said steps comprising: a) providing at least one button 
on said apparatus wherein said button has a function detemiined by said control software; 
b) providing an interface for said button to direct said control circuit and said control 
software. 

8) (Original) A method a$ in claim 7, wherein said image input $tep further 
comprises providing a scanner, said scanner comprising: a) a transparent platfoim for 
placing items to be scanned^ said items comprising photographs, documents, or drawings^ 
and said platform having rectangular dimensions; b) optical scanning hardware for 
scanning images of said items, wherein said hardware includes a scanning module 
sHdably installed inside said housing, said scanning module being approximately as wide 
as one of the dimensions of said transparent platform, said scanning module comprising: 
i) a mechanism and assembly for moving said module along one of the axes of said 
transparent platform; ii) a bottom light source for emitting light towards said items, iii) an 
image converter for converting said image of the item into a digital image, c) a closeable 
top with dimensions slightly larger than the dimensions of said transparent platform, 
hingediy attached to said housing so that said top covers said transparent platform when 
closed. 

9) (Withdrawn) A method comprising: a) persistently monitoring any monitorable input 
means of an image acquisition apparatus; b) determining whether said input means have 
image-containing media therein; c) determining the quantity of image data files in said 
media; d) selecting at least one image data file from said media; e) transmitting said at 
least one image data file from said image acquisition apparatus to a computer; f) 
providing said image data file to a consumer-selected computer application. 

10) (Withdrawn) A method as in claim 9 further comprising: a) persistently monitoring 
any buttons on said image acquisition apparatus; b) determining whether any said buttons 
have been pressed; c) selecting the appropriate consumer-selected computer application 
to which to provide said image data based on the predefined functions of said buttons 

11) (Withdrawn) A method as in claim 10 further comprising: a) determining whether 
there is a scanner associated with said image acquisition apparatus; b) selecting a set of 
scanning criteria as chosen by the consumer; and c) scanning an item on the transparent 
platform of Said scanner at said selected set of scanning criteria where there is no media 
card in said input means. 

12) (Withdrawn) A method as in claim 11 wherein said consumer- selected computer 
application is selected from an application to transfer said image data files to an Internet- 
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based professional photograph printing company, an application that {aunches said 
consumer's e-mail program and attaches said image data files to an e-mail created by said 
e-mail program, an application that launches said consumer's fax program and prepares a 
fax with said image in said fax for said consumer to address, an application to open a 
printer selection menu to allow said consumer to print said image on a selected printer, an 
application that archives said image data files in a convenient manner, and an application 
that presents the image data file to any other application on said consumer's computer for 
said any other application to U5>e as an input into said any other application. 

13) (Withdrawn) A method as in claim 12 wherein said consumer can selectively 
configure said computer application choices. 

14) (Withdrawn) Computer-readable media comprising one or more computer*executable 
instruction sets that, when executed, direct a computer to; a) persistently monitor any 
monitorable input means of an image acquisition apparatus; b) determine whether said 
input means have image-containing media therein; c) determine the quantity of image 
data flies in said media; d) select at least one image data file from said media; c) transmit 
said at least one image data file from said image acquisition apparatus to a computer; t) 
provide said image data file to a consumer-selected computer application, 

15) (Withdrav/n) Computer-readable media comprising one or more computer-executable 
instruction sets as in claim 14 that, when executed, direct a computer to: a) persistently 
monhor any buttons on said image acquisition apparatus; b) determine whether any said 
buttons have been pressed; c) select the appropriate consumer-selected computer 
application to which to provide said image data based on the predefined iiinctions of said 
buttons. 

16) (Withdrawn) Computer-readable media comprising one or more compuier-cxecutable 
instruction sets as in claim 15 that, when executed, direct a computer to: a) determine 
whether there is a scanner associated with said image acquisition apparatus; b) select a set 
of scanning criteria as chosen by the consumer; and c) scan an item on the transparent 
platform of said scanner at said selected set of scanning criteria where there is no media 
caid in said input means. 

17) (Withdrawn) Computer-readable media comprising one or more computer-executable 
instruction sets as in claim 13 that, when executed, direct a computer to: a) launch an 
application that allows the consumer to customize which applications are launched with 
which parameters at the press of which buttons on said image acquisition apparatus. 

18) (Withdrawn) Computer-readable media comprising one or more computer-executable 
instruction sets as in claim 14 wherein: a) said persistent monitoring occurs in a process 
boundary with the kernel driver, low level driver, and high level user interface; b) said 
program launching application runs in a process separated from said persistent 
monitoring process; and c) said applications launched by said program launching 
applications run in their own processes. 
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19) (WiMidrawn) Computer-readable media comprising pne or more computer-executable 
instruction sets as in claim 17 wherein: a) said persistent monitoring occurs in a process 
boundary with the kernel driver, low level driver, and high level user interface; b) said 
program launching application runs in a process separated from said persistent 
monitoring process; c) said applications launched by said program launching applications 
run in their own processes; and d) said button configuration application runs in its own 
process, separate from said persistent monitoring process, 

20) (Cancelled) 

21) (Cancelled) 

22) (Cancelled) 
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